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of the politcal sysems of the Meditcmmancan

been researched and written by his disciples.
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Ansmode was concerned with samphng the vanery of
political systems then in existence, including the “bar-
barian” (Third World?) countnes such as Libya.
Ecuna, and Rome: “the references 10 ancient suthon-
ties pve us the names of some 70 or more of the states

Tyrrhenian Seas, and the
Asia. and Africa.”

mest Barker. ed.. The Polinncs of Aristotle (London: Oxford

Sowrce- E
1977). p. 386.

University Press.

ﬁﬂpuu-andpohdcddmgeinmycomtry
by offiering concepts and reference points from 2
brosder perspective. The comparative approach also
stimulates us to form general theories of political re-
lationships. It encourages and enables us to test our
mﬁiﬂlmbycmfmdngdmwiththeupc-
rience of many institutions and settings. A primary
'ﬂddibookismprmidemwdﬁspo-ufd

HOW WE COMPARE

scribe it we seek to explain it; and it

and in each of them we may use the compar-

ative method. The first stage in the study of politics is
#.wwduaﬁeupdmalm
~ orevent, we cannot really hope to understand or ex

Once we are able to describe politics with the
help of the conceptual framework that we choose,
d;encxtuskistoexplain it. What we mean by ex-
ing political phenomena is seeking to identi
relationships between them. For example, we might
be interested in the relationship between democracy
and international peace (Box 2.2). Are democratic
states more peaceful than others? If so, are they
peaceful because they are democratic, are they demo-
cratic because they are peaceful, or are they perhaps
both peaceful and democratic because they are more
prosperous than other states?

These questions show that we often want expla-
nations to go beyond associating one thing with an-
other. Ideally we want to put many political relation-
‘Ml"inclualterms.sothatweanuyhm
political feature is the cause of another, and the latter
is the effect of the former. For example, a theory may
state that countries are peaceful because they are de-
mocratic. There are different kinds of causal state-
ments that we can make about this relationship be-
tween war and form of government. One such
statement might be “only authoritarian governments
start wars”; in other words, authoritarianism is nec-
?mynoswm;m Another statement might be,
m-mmmwh A
o nchm ':"_.' express only a tendency or
-h“vﬂghm—‘,



ool conTempeoTEry rescarch  program
known a8 demecrmi fescr resewrvd (Hustreics
the pros and cons of seatisticnl and case study

rescarch. It has been of primary imterest o intems-
““M\vﬁnmﬂ the diplomatic his
sory of the Cold War penod snd asked whether demo-
oftiit COUNLINCS BIT  MOFE pesceful in thew foreign
policy than suchontanan and nondemocratic oncs
Many scholars i the democratic peace rescarch group
wak the suatistcsl route. They counted cach year of
inscmction between Two alcs a3 one case, and with
roughly hall a contury of diplomatic history involving
-_dmmam.mwum
--tud“mdmzmumm
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drew Beanct and Alcxandecr George drew these con-
usions sfter surveying the stausucal rescarch:
Seamsstcal methods schicved imporant advances on
e maue of whether 8 nonspunous iInter-democrate
pesce cumes. A fairdy strong though not unanimous
m—e-qzddnu(ndcmamnak.

P R AT RS

war pume wm genersk (1) Oy pyoe very maty f ever
foughe sme smother, (1) . pemern of an

Ao s prsce AQPLEs W beuh war amd .
thent of war (4) MALEs 1D FM——ryn tn demmee Ty 6T
e wa peone than catabimeyed democrscses. snd
(5) Ohome comelaons wWer “suy spuariouddy brought
2howrt by the most o OUS M. rnative cuplanations.

There m & consensus NOW, rhee seatistical studics
are not 81 good s are case studeca, o £ g
questions Case mudics make cha | depd
revealing causal mterconnectoem. i individusl cascs
Carcful repeuon of these cavead | yracings from case w0
casc sucagihcas conflidence W these rclancaships
Thus Benaeu snd George comtimded that dhe best re-
scarch straiegy w follow is © Wne statistical and casc

y methods wgether, with cai, one of the methods
having its own suengths.

Ssorcs: Andvow Gennens end Assuad, “Aa Allsance of
Sausocal and Case Seudy Mcthods: Resegrch on the lnterd

coatic Peace,” APSACP: Newsletser of the . < g
Comparative Pobac 9, s, 1 6. APSA Orpewsnad Saction =

*“'hcn.udcmocncy,vu.orpohdal

Theories are always tentative; they are
shways subject 1o modification or falsification as our
knowledge improves. And theories need to be
sessble. A good theory is one that bolds up after
continued trials and experiments, that can be con-
firmed or modified as we test the theory again and
sgain. The number of cases that political scientists
vhc-—*daunﬁaﬁu-pmbknm
Z problem. Similacly, the number of cases that are ex-
 amined when we test theories can vary dramatically
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An exsmple may suggem how you might go
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e are more likely 10 demand
others democraieation Ve
have seen the both democracy and econaomie
‘hm are commonly found in some regions
oty world, such s Western Vurope, while bt
10 be scarce in the Middle Vast and Africs, "ig
peming thet cerain cultures may encoursge or dis
cohwage both of them. We want 10 understand the
coumal nature of this sssociation, for ressone of both
schemce and policy. The recent work of Praeworski
and his associates examines the full experience of
democracies, nondemocracies, and transitions he
tweoen them in all parts of the world bevween 1950
and 1990 Their statistical analysis leads them 1o
conchude that the explanstion for the association
does not lie in regional effects or superior economie
growth in democracy. Moreover, nations st any level
of development seem able to introduce demaocracy,
The key 1o the relationship lies rather in the consis
tently greater fragility of democracies in societies at
lower levels of economic development; democracy
can essily be introduced in poor societies with less
educated populations, but in these social conditions
it Is relatively more likely to be replaced by vome
kind of dictatorship. We still need 1o understand just
why democracy is more precarious in less developed
societies, but we have made progress in understand.
ing the causal element in the relationship.

We can also generate and test hypotheses ahout
the causes and consequences of political change by
comparing countries at different historical periods,
Just a8 we can compare the institutions of different
countries in our search for political theories. Toc-
queville’s study of the French Revolution con-

tributed to a general theory of revolution by compar.

~ ing pre- and post-revolutionary France’ Theds
~ Skocpal based her theories of the causes of revolu.
~ thon on & comparison of the *old regimes” of France,
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defiod i i Chiwpror |, sogarnis s hiees having
eving  pana, iniseseting Wik 8 sesiing e
weviennement 1he polisie sl syetam in o st oA bsiiiy
T e L U T ] e
Inplernenting the collestive prosbe o w wwimy o o
gromipn within it Covesnenents i1 satas oix ey
cymaking prane of pedic ol sysiaren LU
RvEerneTis see remrnally Voo bas o ‘q ww
comuebem, sl ohwediones ey b sommngutlad We A

cos leghtimacy st gremer length in € hapras §

Vigaire 7.1 tells in that o peitic sl sysiammn snits i
berth & dennestie and sn inernationsd snviianment,
mkding these enviromments sod being rrs Ackedd bry
them. The systerm (ecsves wngnits fremn these enit
ronments and stiemps 16 shepe them through Ms
outpants. In the figure, whie b cpane s hematic o
simple, we use the United States ss the contral sotor,
andd we Inelude some other countries ss our snviron
mental examples  Hussia, Chine, Brisin, Germany,
Japan, Mexico, and Lgypt Fachanges smong coun-
tries may vary in many ways. For exsmple, they mey
be “dense” or “sparse”; United States Canadian ve
latione exemplify the dense end of the continuum,
while United States Nepalese relations would be ot
the sparse end. Kelationships between political sys-
terns may be of many differers kinds. The United
States has substantial trade relations with vame ne
tions mdmrdchdy littke trade with others. Some
countries an excess of wnpons over exports,
wheress others have an excess of expors over im-
ports. With such countries as the NATO nations,
Japan, Souch Koves, lsrsel, and Seudi Assbia, mil.
tary exchanges and support heve been of grest im-
portance 10 the United States. The
of nations—the volume and value of impons end ex-
ports, transfers of capital, the extent of foreign travel
::mady

in the last decades. We might represent
this process as » thickening of the input and output
arrows between the United States and other coun-
tries in Figure 2.1. Fluctustions in this flow of inter-

pression, inflation, protective taniffs, imernationsl
terrorism, war, and the like ’ :
e e
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FIGURE 2.1

‘I'he Political System and lts Environments

tech information-based economy.” The composition
of the American labor force, and consequently its
citizenry, has changed dramatically in the last cen-
wury. Agriculture has declined o under 3 percent of
the Mdly employed. Employment in heavy ex-

tractive and manufacturing industries has decreased
substantially, and the newer, high-technology occu-
pations, the professions, and the service occupations
have increased sharply as a proportion of the labor
icant improvements in the educational level of the
American although the quality of educa-
‘tion particularly at the primary and secondary levels
w@WBWWMhmm
e *”bmwddm

system. There are now as many independents among
American voters as loyal Democrats and Republi-
cans. Workers of the older, primarily European, eth-
nic stocks have ceased being a solid support for the
Democratic Party; they now tend to divide their
votes almost equally between the two parties. On the
whole, these changes in the labor force have been as-
sociated with a more conservative trend in economic
policy and with efforts to cut back welfare and other
expenditures. A more educated and culturally so-
phisticated society has become more concerned with
the quality of life, the beauty and healthfulness of the
environment, and similar issues. In input-output
terms, socioeconomic changes have transformed the

political demands of the electorate and the kinds of
policies that it supports.
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FIGURE 2.2 The Political System and Its Structures

closely supervised by the general secretary of the ical process. There are no other political parties. The
Communist Party, the Politburo, and the Central principal decisions are taken in the Politburo and to
Committee of the party. Both Britain and China have some extent in the Central Committee of the Com-
legislative bodies—the House of Commons in munist Party. The governmental agencies implement
Britain and the National People’s Congress in China. the policies, which have to be initiated and/or ap-
But while the House of Commons is & key institution proved by the top Communist Party leaders.

in the policymaking process, the Chinese Congress British interest groups are autonomous organi-
meets for only brief periods, raufying decisions zations that play important roles in the polity and the
made mainly by the Communist Party authorities. cconomy. Chinese trade unions and other profes-

There are even larger differences between politi- sional organizations have to be viewed as parts of the
cal parties in the two countries. Britain has a compet-  official apparatus, dominated by the Communist
- itive party system. The majority in the House of Com- Party, that perform mobilizing, socializing, and facil-

-.,l.-dth'-andmdhy itating functions. Thus an institution-by-institution
: -'.f.,sj::s;_ comparison of British and Chinese politics that did
- support and lo wwzﬂmﬁmnd&dwﬂdmb«.m
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